Puddleducks Pre School
Croughton C Of E School, High Street, Brackley, Northants, NN13 5LT

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

21 September 2016
Not applicable
This inspection:

Good

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 The manager keenly leads and inspires her staff team to provide high-quality childcare.
The manager encourages her staff to continue to develop professionally by providing
good levels of support to help them successfully complete higher-level qualifications.

 The staff team works closely together; the team contributes to the setting's selfevaluation and understands its priorities for improvement.

 The key-person system is effective and useful information is provided to parents about
the experience and role of their child's key person. Staff are knowledgeable about
children in their key group. Key staff understand their children's current level of
development and what they need to do next in order to continue to make good
progress.

 Children's emotional needs are well supported. Settling-in arrangements are agreed
with parents on an individual basis to ensure they are tailored to meet parents' wishes
and their children's individual needs.

 Children learn how to lead a healthy lifestyle. Staff take all opportunities to promote a
healthy diet and explain to them the impact of good foods on their bodies. Children
enjoy a nutritionally valuable diet, made up of plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 Although staff promote some aspects of children's mathematical development, they are
not always consistent in enabling children to count and compare numbers as they play.

 Children's deeper thinking is not consistently extended. There are occasions when staff
do not utilise opportunities to ask them questions to make them think during their play.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 extend opportunities for children to count and compare numbers and quantities as they
play

 extend children's thinking and speaking skills, asking them more questions to make
them think as they play.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outdoor play areas.
 The inspector held meetings with the manager and spoke to staff and children at
appropriate times during the inspection.

 The inspector conducted observations of the activities and evaluated the teaching
methods with the manager.

 The inspector looked at a selection of children's records, policies and procedures and a
range of other documentation.

 The inspector checked evidence of staff members' suitability, qualifications and training.
 The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.
Inspector
Hayley Lapworth
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
The manager and her staff work well together as a team. They build good relationships
with parents and other providers where children attend more than one setting at any one
time. The manager monitors her staff's performance through appraisals and observing
them while caring for children. Staff's individual strengths are rewarded and areas to
improve are identified. Appropriate training is sought, improving outcomes for children and
their families. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The staff are
knowledgeable about their roles and responsibilities in the event of a concern about a
child in their care. The manager ensures all staff are aware of recent legislation and
publications to protect children from abuse and harm. All parents and grandparents are
very happy with the service they receive. They describe the staff as very friendly and
supportive. They especially appreciate the good progress their children make and the
staff's approach to keeping their children safe.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Children are provided with a good balance of child-led and adult-led activities. Staff ensure
that the planning of activities includes opportunities for children to develop across the
seven areas of learning. Children enjoy their experiences and are keen to access new, less
familiar activities. For example, children eagerly await their turn to lie down on large
sheets of paper, to be drawn around by their peers. Children are extremely articulate and
confident in developing relationships with staff and visitors. They readily share their
experiences from home and really enjoy conversing with adults. Staff undertake
observations of children's learning and make accurate assessments about what they know
and can do. This information is then successfully used to inform future planning and
shared with parents.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
The manager and her staff are warm and attentive towards children in their care; they
sensitively provide them with care specific to their needs. For example, they encourage
children to lie down and take a rest by lying down with them and reading a story. The
children settle on arrival and enjoy the relationships they share with their peers, many of
whom share close friendships. Children's behaviour is good. This is because the staff help
them to learn right from wrong. Staff remind children how to be kind to their friends and
respect one another and adults. Good manners are continuously promoted and the staff
act as good role models. Staff regularly praise children for their achievements, regardless
of how big or small these may be. Children are praised regularly, for example, for good
listening and spreading butter on their fruit teacakes.
Outcomes for children are good
Children's development is effectively monitored and staff are successful in identifying gaps
where children may need additional support. Children are motivated and inquisitive
learners and are developing good skills for future learning and in readiness for the move
on to school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY485372

Local authority

Northamptonshire

Inspection number

1001587

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

2-5

Total number of places

24

Number of children on roll

40

Name of registered person

Lesley Grant

Registered person unique
reference number

RP513344

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01869811222

Puddleducks Pre School was registered in 2014. It employs six members of childcare staff,
all of whom hold early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The pre-school opens
Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm. It provides funded early education for two-, threeand four-year-old children.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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